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The Destruction of Jerusalem, &c. 





(Continued from page 185.) 


Finding it impossible to restrain the impetuosity and 
crueltv of his soldiers, the Commander in chief proceed- 
ed. with some of his superior officers, to take a survey 


of those parts of the edifice which were still uninjured | 


by the conflagration. It had not, at this time, reached 
the inner Temple, which Titus ettered, and viewed 
with silent admiration. Struck with the magnificence 
of iis architecture, and the beauty of its decorations, 
which even surpassed the report of fame concerning 
them; and perceiving that the sanctuary had not yet 
caveht fire, he redoubled his efforts to stop the progress 
of the fames. He condescended even to entreat his 
soldiers to exert all their strength and activity for this 
purpose, and appointed a centurion of the guards to 
puni-!) them if they again disregarded bim: but all was 
in vain. The delerious rage of the solk‘iery knew no 
bonuds. Eager for plunder and for slaughter, they 
alike conteomed the solicitations and menaces of their 
General. Fsen while he was thus intent upon the 
preservation of the sanctuary, one of the soldiers was 
actually enployed in setting fire to the door-posts, 
which caused the conflagration to become general. Ti- 
tus and his officers were now compelled to retire, and 


tice: a false prophet, pretending to a divine commis- 
sion, affirmed that, if the people would repair to the 
Temple, they should behold signs of their speedy de- 
liverance. Accordingly about siz thousand persons, 
‘chiefly women and children, assembled in a gallery, 
| that was yet standing, on the outside of the building. 
Whilst they waited in anxious expectation of the pro- 





|mised miracle, the Romans, with the most wanton bar- 
| barity, set fire to the gallery ; from which, multitudes, 
‘rendered frantic by their horrible situation, precipitat- 
ed themselves on the ruins below, and were killed by 
the fall: while, awful to relate, the rest without a sin- 
gle exception, perished in the flames. So necessary 
was our Lord’s second premonition not to give credit to 
** false prophets,” who should pretend ** to shew great 
signs and wonders.’ Jn this last caution, as the con- 
nexion of the prophecy demonstrates, he evidently re- 
fers to the period of the seige, but in the former to the 
interval immediately preceding the Jewish war. (Vide 
Mat. xxiv. Compare 5, and 23, 24, 25, 26 verses.) 

The Temple vow presented little more than a heap 
of ruins; and the Roman army, as in triumph on the 
event, came and reared their ensigns against a fragment 
of the eastern gate, and, withsacrifices of thankgiving, 
proclaimed the imperial majesty of Titus, with every 
possible demonstration of joy. 

Thus terminated the glory and existence of this sa-" 
cred and venerable edifice, which from its stupendous 











none remained to check the fury of the soldiers or the 


es ‘ : size, its massy solidity, and astonishing strength, seem- 
lhe Romans, exasperated to the highest pitch ? 


ed formed to resist the most violent operations of hu- 
against the Jews, seized every person whom they could man force, and to stand, like the pyramids, amid the 
find, and, without the least regard to sex, age, or qnal- shocks of successive ages, until the five! dissolution of 
ity, first plundered aod then slewthem. The old and! qpe globe.* , 

the young, the common people and the. priests, those | For five days after the destruction of the Temple, the 
who surrendered and those who resisted, were equally | priests who had escaped, sat, pining with hunger, on 
involved in this horrible and indiscriminate carnage.— lee top of one of its broken walls ; at length, they came 
Meanwhile the ‘Vemple continued burning, until at! down, and humbly asked the pardon of Titus, which, 
length, vast as was its size, the flames completely. en- | however, he refused to grant them, saying, that, “ as 
veloped the whole building; which, from the extent of | ghe Temple, for the sake of which he would have spar- 
the conflagration, impressed the distant spectator with ed them, was destroyed, it was but fit that its priests 
an idea that the whole city was now on fire. The tu- ! should perish also:’’"—whereupon he commanded that 
mult and disorder which ensued upon this event, it is | they should be put to death. 

impossible (says Josephus) for language to describe. — | The leaders of the factions being now pressed on all 
the | cides, begged a conference with Titus, who offered to 





flames, 


The Roman legions made the most horrid outcries ; 





they refused to comply ; upon which Titus, exaeperal- 
ed by their obstinacy, resolved that he would hereafter 
grant no pardon to the insurgents, and ordered a pro- 
clamation to be made to this effect. The Romans had 
now full licence to ravage and destroy. Early the fol- 
lowing morning they eet fire to the castle, the register- 
office, the council-chamber, and the palace of the queen 
Helena; and then spread themselves throughout the 
city, slaughtering wherever they came, and burning the 
dead bodies which were scattered over every street, 
and on the floors of almost every house. In the royal 
palace, where immense treasures were deposited, the 
seditious Jews murdered erghi thousand four hundred 
of their own nation, and afterwards plundered their 
property. Prodigious numbers of deserters, also, whe 
escaped from tyrants, and fled into the enemy’s camp, 
were slain. The soldiers, however, at Jength, weary of 
killing, and satiated with the blood which they had 
spilt, laid down their swords, and sought to gratify their 
avarice. For this purpose they took the Jews, togeth- 
er with their wives and families, and publicly sold them, 
like cattle in a market, but ata very low price: for 
mullitudes were exposed to sale, while the purchasers 
were few innumber. And now were fulfilled the words 
of Moses: ** And ye shall be sold for bond-men and 
bond-women, and no man shall buy you.” Deyt. 
xxviii. 63. 

The Romans having become masters of the lower city, 
set it on fire. The Jews now fled to the higher, from 
whence, their pride and insolence yet unabated, they 
continued to exasperate their enemies, and even ap- 
peared to view the burning of the town below them 
with tokens of pleasure. In a ehort time, however, the 
walls of the higher city were demolished by the Roman 
engines, and the Jews, lately so haughty ond presump- 
tuous, now, trembling and panic-struck, fell on their 
faces, and deplored their own infatuation. Such ae 
were in the towers, deemed impregnable to Luman 
force, beyond measure affrighted, strangely forsook 
them, and sought refuge in caverns and subterraneous 
passages; in which dismal retreats no Jess than (ce 
thousand dead bodies were afterwards found, Thua, 
as our Lord had predicted, did these miserable crea- 
tures, in effect, say ** to the mountains, fall on us; and 





rebels, finding themseves exposed to the fury of both spare their lives, provided that they would lay down 
fire and sword, screamed dreadfully ; while the unhap-! their arms. 





Py people who were pent up between the enemy and | 
the flames, deplored their situation in the most pitiable|  Fromits first foundation by king Solomon, until its 
Complaints, 


seemed mutually to return the groans of each other— | thirty years, seven months, and fifteen days; and from 


this hideous scene, and seemed to acquire new spirits red and thirty-nine years and forty-five days. It has | 
lo deplore their misfortunes. ‘The lamentations trom! been already hinted that,by a very singular coincidence, | 
the city were re-echoed from the adjacent mountains, | it was now reduced to ashes in the same month, and on | 
and places beyond Jordan. —The flames which envelop- | the same day of the month, on which it had formerly 
ed the Temple were co violent and impetuous, that the been burnt by the Babylonians. These two eras are | 
lofty hill on which it stood appeared, even from its | distinguished also by another extraordinary coincidence, 
deep foundations, as one Jarge body of fire. The blood; which Josephus, in one of his addresses to the Jews, 
of the eufferers flowed in proportion to the rage of this pointed out to them as one of the signs which forebod- 
destructive element ; and the number of the slain ex- ed the destruction of their city. ‘** The fountains,” 
ceeded all calculation. The ground could not be seen said he, ** fow copiously for Titus, which to you were 
for the dead bodies, over which the Romans trampled diied u»; for, before he came, you know that both Si- 
'n pursuit of the fugitives ; while the crackling noise loam failed, and all the springs without the city, so that 
of the devouring flames mingled with the clangor of water was brought by the amphora [a vessel] containing 
arms, the groans of the dying and the shrieks of despair, about seven gallons ;] but now they are so abundant to 
augmented the tremendous horror of a scene, to which | your enemies, as to suffice, not only for themselves and 
i their cattle, but also for their gardens, ‘This wonder 





the pages of history can furnish no parallel. 


With this reasonable condition, however, | 


Those on the hill and those in the city | destruction under Vespasian, were one thousand and, : 
| acclamations. 


' 


Such as were expiring through famine, were revived by | i{s re-eréction by Haggai, to the same period, six hund- | 





Amongst the tragical events which at this time occur- ‘you also formerly experienced wheu the king of Baby- 
ed, the following is more particularly deserving of no-' lon laid seige to your city.” 





to the rocks, cover us.’ Luke xxiii. 20. 


The walls of the city being now completely in pos- 
session of the Romans, they hoisted their colors upon 
the towers, and burst forth into the most triumphant 
After this, oll anneyance from the 
Jews being at an end, the soldiers gave an unbridled 
licence fo their fury against the inhabitants. They 
first plundered, and then set fire to the houses, They 
ranged through the streets with drawn swords in their 
hands, murdering every Jew whom they met, without 
distinction ; till at length, the bodies of the dead chok- 
ed up al} the alleys and narrow passes, while their 
blood literally lowed down the channels of the city in 
streams, As it drew towards evening, the soldiers ex- 
changed the sword for the torch, ond, amidst the dark- 
ness of this awful night, set fre to the remaining divi- 
sions of the place. ‘The vial of divine wrath, which 
had been so long pouring out upon this devoted city, 
was now emptying, and JenusaLEoM 
in all the earth,” and the subject of a thousand pro- 
phecies, deprived of the staff of life, wropt im flames, 
and bleeding op every side sunk into utter ruin and 
desolation. This memorable siege terminated on the 
eight day of September, A. D. 70: its duration was 
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nearly five months, the Romane having invested the city 
on the fourteenth day of the preceding April. 

Before their final demolition, however, Titus took a 
survey of the city and its fortifications ; and, while con- 
templating their impregnable strength, could not help 
ascribing his success to the peculiar interposition of the 
Almighty Himself. ‘* Had not Goo himself (exclaim- 
ed he) aided our operations, and driven the Jews from 
their fortresses, it would have been absolutely impossi- 
ble to have taken them; for what could men, and the 
force of engines, have done against such towers as 
these?” After this he commanded that the city should 
be razed to its foundations, excepting only the three 
lofty towers Hippocos, Phasael, and Mariamne, which 
he suffered to remain as evidences of its strength, and 
as trophies of his victory. There was left standing, 
also, a small part of the western wall, as a rampart for 
a garrison, to keep the surrounding country in subjec- 
tion. Titus now gave orders that those Jews only who 
resisted should be slain; but the soldiers, equally void 
of pity and remorse, slew even the sick and the aged. 
Vhe robbers and seditious were all punished with death ; 
the tallest and most beautiful youths, together with sev- 
eral of the Jewish nobles, were reserved by Titus to 
grace his triumphal entry into Rome. | After this selec- 
tion, all abore the age of seventeen were sent in chains 
into Egypt, to be employed there as slaves, or distribut- 
ed throughout the empire, to be sacrificed as gladia- 
tors in the amphitheatre ; whilst those who were under 
this age, were exposed to sale. 

During the time that these things were transacted, 
eleven thousand Jews, guarded by one of the generals, 
named Fronto, were literally starved to death. This 
melancholy occurrence happened partly through the 
scarcity of provisions, and partly through their own ob- 
stinacy, and the negligence of the Romans. 

Of the Jews destroyed during the siege, Josephus 
reckons not less than one million and one hundred 
thousand, to which must be added, above /wo hundred 
and thirty seven thousand who perished in other places, 
and innumerable mullitudes who were swept away by 
famine and pestilence, and of which no calculation 
could be made. Not less than fwo thousand laid vio- 
Jent hande upon themselves. Of the captives the whole 
number was about ninefy-seven thousand, Of the two 
great leaders of the Jews, who had both been made pri- 
soners, John was doomed to a dungeon for life; while 
Simon, after being led, together with John, in triumph 
at Rome, was scourged, and put to deuth as a male- 
factor. 

In executing the command of Titus, relative to the 
Gemolition of Jerusalem, the Roman soldiers not only 
threw down the buildings, but even dug up their foun- 
dations, and e0 completely levelled the whole circuit of 
the city, that a stranger would scarcely have known 
that it had ever been inhabited by human beings.— 
Thus was this great city, which only jive months be- 
fore, had been crowded with nearly (wo milions of 
people, who glorified in its impregnable strength, en- 
tirely depopulated, and levelled with the ground.— 
And thus, also, was our Lord’s prediction, that her 
enemies should ‘* lay ber even wilh the ground,” and 
“should not leave in ber one slone upon another,” 

Luke xix. 44, most strikingly and fully accomplished ! 
This fact is confirmed by Eusebius, who asserts that he 
bimself saw the city lying in ruins ; and Josephus in- 
troduces Eleazer as exclaiming, ‘* Where is our great 
city, which, it was believed, God inhabited? It is al- 
together rooted and torn up frem ils foundations ; and 
the only monument of it that remaius, is the camp of 
ite destroyers pitched amidst its relicks!” 

Concerning the Temple, our Lord had foretold, par- 
ticularly, that, notwithstanding their wonderful dimen- 

sions, there should ** not be left one stone upon anoth- 
er that ehould not be thrown down ;” and,accordingly, 
it is recorded in the Talmud, and by Maimonides, that 
Terentius Rufus, captain of the army of ‘Titus, abso- 
lutely ploughed up the foundations of the Tewple with 


a ploughshare. Now, also, was literally fulfilled that 
prophecy of Micah—** Therefore shal] Zion, for your 
sake (i. e. for your wickedness,) be ploughed as a field, 
and Jerusalem shal] become heaps, and the mountain 
of the Lord’s house as the high places of the forest.”"— 
Micah iii. 12. 

(To be continued.) 
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Messrs. Editors,—I am not one of those whimsical 
creatures who are always relating their dreams, their 
feelings, views and experiences. But I believe a per- 
son may dream that which is true; that which has oc- 
curred, or may take place in the future. Now | either 
dreamed, or, by some means or other feel very certain, 
that such circumstances have occurred, or will occur, 
as the following. 

There has been, or will be, a collection of people in 
a large elegant meeting-house, were a D. D. statedly 
preaches what he call the gospel, and for which he re- 
ceives a very liberal salary. Under his ministry there 
has been, or will be, great awakenings, and numerous 
conversions. On such occasions the words have been, 
or wil] be, very frequently pronounced, in a thunder- 
ing voice, ending with a violent stroke of the fist upon 
the desk, ** He that believeth and is baptised shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned ?””— 
This fearful sound, damned, thus pronounced, has had, 
or will have, the effect to cause all who have previously 
participated in awakenings and conversions, to look a- 
round upon the remainder of the audience as if they 
would say, ** There, you will be in hell, and we iv 
heaven, shortly, and that for eternity! The eyes of 
some fifteen or twenty persons, at the same instant have 
been, or will be, fixed on a Universalist who is accus- 
tomed to attend at the house of worship, apparently 
saying, ‘* You are meant in particular.*? When the 
people and their pastor have left the house, the Univer- 
salist falls in company with the good pastor, and pro- 
poses asking him a question or two. The pastor con- 
sents, and the following dialogue ensues. 

U. Do you suppose, sir, that the believer is to be 
saved, and the unbeliever damned in the future state? 
P. Indeed I do: the words are, shall be saved, and 
shall be damned ; whieh is future. 

U. It may be future, to be sure, as it respects some 
particular time; but that does not prove it to be in 
what we commonly call a future state. The command, 
Go ye into al] the world and preach the gospel, refer- 
red to time future to the delivery of that command, 
but not to a future state, as we understand that ex- 
pression. 

P. I believe, sir, that the finally impenitent will be 
damned in a future state, and in that only; and that 
the righteous will then and there be saved, 

U. Well sir, you consider a considerable part of 
your congregation, or at least your church, to be be- 
lievers, do you not? 

P. Yes I do; I believe that a goodly nuinber of 
them have really experienced religion. 

U. Well sir, what is the present condition of those 
believers ? and what that of the unbelievers? Are not 
the believers now already saved? and the unbelievers, 
are they not already damned? 

P. That is a strange idea! what do you mean, sir? 

U. 1 mean, if believers are not already saved, to 
ask whether they are damned; or whether you con- 
sider them, now, in this present time, to be neither 
saved nor damned: and | mean to ask whether aube- 
lievers are not now damped or saved ; or whether they 


are now neither damned nor saved:—This is what | am 
after. 





i Gud in my bible. 


P. Well, sir, you are after strange things, and if 
you wish to know what is not revealed you must fad 
jt ouf as you can; I can tell you nothing except what 


U. That is all I ask for, sir, 1 ask you to tell me 
whether you understand the bible to teach that beliey. 
ersare saved when they believe, or not; and whether 
unbelievers are damned when they are in unbelief, or 
not; for if it be not one way or the other then nobody 
is either saved or damned in this life, and of course 
we are all i: one and the same moral state and 
condition ; or rather in no moral state and condition at 
all. But if believers are now saved, and unbelievers 
now damned, then the whole subject may respect this 
world, and need not be referred at all to a future state, 
Moreover if you attempt to carry the subject into a fy. 
ture state, you ought. surely to make it appear that be. 
lievers and unbelievers will be, to be found in that 
state ; otherwise there will be none to be saved, and 
none to be damned, for believing and disbelieving the 
gospel, ° 

This | apprehend would be a difficult task for yon to 
execute; for | am confident your bible does not in orm 
you that there are either believers or unbelievers in a 
future state. Indeed | conceive the thing to be impos- 
sible; for what a believer now believes will be in his 
possession, will be realized, in a future state; and 
what he will possess he will know, and what 
he will know will no longer be a subject of be- 
lief, We now walk by faith and not by sight; but 
then we shall (as we believe) walk by sight and not by 
faith, There can, therefore, be no believers in a fa- 
ture state. Aud how can there be unbelievers in thet 
state? When that shall be accomplished which the 
unbeliever does not now believe, cau he any Jonger 
doubt its accomplishment? Suppose the subject of 


-belief and unbelief be the resurrection of the dead, to 


incorruption and immortality. When the unbeliever 
comes to be raised in that state, can he any longer dis- 
believe such a resurrection? If not, there can be no 
unbelievers in the future state. Therefore, in the fu- 
ture state, there will be none to be saved, and none to 
be damned. 

P. You might as well say there is no future state. 
If there are none to be either saved or damnec in a fu- 
ture state, there can be nobody in that state. 

U. Stay sir. Consider, if you please, how any per- 
son can go into that immortal state without being com- 
pletely saved in the actitself. Must not the very act 
of rising from the dead to immortality cleanse the sub- 
ject of it from all sin? In whom, or what, can ¥e 
rise but Christ, the Saviour? Surely in nothing else; 
for he is ** the resurrection and the life.” Therefore 
there are none either to be saved or damned in the fu- 
ture state. 

P. I charge you, sir, to beware of such fatal doc- 
trine! 3, Reeser, 


—— () oo 


From the (Porfland,) Christian Intelligencer. 


Universalism on a Death Bed. 


Dear Brother,—In your last epistle you informed me 
of the death of two of your kind and esteemed friends* 
in Portland, members of your society. As I began to 
read this clause of your letter, gloomy thoughts rau 
through my mind. Ah, cruel death! thou king of tere 
rors! Two more have fallen at thy hand, while others 
stand, and mourn, and weep. But. my mind was not 
‘ong pained with such gloomy reflections. Your de- 
‘laration that ** they remained, to the Jast moment of 
ite, frm and unshaken in their Faita in the Universal 
Saviour,” called my mind from this dismal scene of 
ceath and darkness, to the bright scene of glorious life 
heyond the tomb, where death can never come, and 

uppled me with two or more powerful testimonies a 
catnst the sssertion, often unjustly & tauntingly made, 
that a belief in the doctrine of the Unwersal Goodness 
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* Capt. Prichard and Mrs. Smith. 




















and Salvation of God, will not give support in a dying 
hour. 

Those who mae this assersion use their utmost en- 
deavors, when occasion offers, to make the assertion 
true. Great exertions are often made to alarm and to 
terrify the sick, who profess to believe that Christ will 
prove to be virtually, what the Father sent him to be, 
yiz. * The Saviour of the World.’ But in all such cas- 
es with which | have been acquainted, as well as in the 
case yon mention, these exertions have proved ineffec- 
tual. Though it has been said that the approach of 
death would cause them to give up their faith, yet 
death, together with all these pious exertions have not 
been able to destroy their confidence in the crucified 
and risen Saviour, who they believed, is ** the propit- 
jation for their sins, and not for theirs only, but axso 
for the sins of the whole world.’? 

A case of thie kind lately occurred in Sidney. A 
young lady by the name of Lucinda Taylor, aged about 
20, died a few weeks since, triumphant in the faith of 
the gospel, throngh which life and immortality are 
brought to light for the dying family of man. She 


found by happy experience that this faith was good to} 


live by in time of prosperity, that it was good in days 
of great distress, and good in her dying moments. 

A year ago she was brought to endure several months 
of extremely distressful sickness, during which it was 
sometimes thonght, by herself and friends, that life 
would continue but a few hours longer. Atsuch times, 
as well as during her whole sickness, professors of reli- 
gion were trying, both by persuasion and by the most 
horrid denunciations, to induce her to renounce her 
faith. On one evening in particular, when it was not 
expected that she woold continue until morning, one 
ef ber visiting neighbors told her that the probability 
was that she had but a little while to live, and if she 
did not change her belief, she would sink to hell! !— 
After | had heard of these things from several others, 
they were told me by Miss Taylor herself, who recov- 
ed her health so that she has since visited this town.— 
* These znathemas of men,” said she, ** did not move 
| was confident that my Saviour was sufficient for 
ie, and i knew that those who were constantly endeav- 
oring to disturb my rect, knew uothing of my doc- 
trine.”? 


ile. 


As winter again came on, consumption renewed its 
hold on this daughter of Zion, and as though the great- 
er distress of body were not enough, several of her 
neighbors again renewed their efforts to distress her 
mind. I visited her during this, ber Jast sickness; and 
though she viewed death near, ber rest in the Lord was 
glorious. That heavenly calmness and serenity mark- 
ed her conversation, which is rarely found. 

! inquired whether any were yet exerting themselves, 
as they had done before, to shake her confidence in 
the impartial and never-failing Saviour of sinners.— 
* Ves,” she replied, many continue their endeavors ; 
but their exertions to weaken, rather tend to strengthen 
my faith, The more they say, the more I am led to 
look to Jesus, and | behold more and more beauties in 
him. | feel that | am safe in my Saviour’s arms. 

In this rest she continued ‘to the last, ** being sealed 
with the spirit of promise,” and joyfully expecting 
the redemption of the [whole] purchased possession,” 
of Him ** who gave himself a ransom for all, to be tes- 
tified in due time.” So I suppose that thase who were 
her ** miserable comforters,” bave, in their thoughts 
fentenced her to ceaseless woe. Of this I judge from 
the assertions before mentioned. What must she have 
done to give them ground to hope for her future wel- 
fare? She must have assented to their creed. She 
must have expressed a conviction that there is an end- 
less hell for the greater part of sinner+, and a Saviour 
for but few, aud that she, according to an eternal de- 
cree of God, was to be of the happy few. Then they 
could have thought that ** all is well.” But not to 
make a Christ of experience, nor trust in assenting to a 
certain creed; but to trust implicitly in the Son of God, 
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and believe that He is the unchanging and never-fuiling 

friend and Saviour of the whole human family was 

thought sufficient to cast one off forever—from the 

mercy of God.—Father forgive them, for they know 

not what they do.” 8. COBB. 
Waterville, (Me.) Feb. 25, 1823. 
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To the Rev. Hosea Ballou, 

Dear Sir,— During a stay in Calcutta, of four monthe, 
I became acquainted with one Rammohun Roy a na- 
tive of Bengal, who I see has been noticed in the Bos- 
ton papers, as intending to visit the United States this 
year. This person | believe has been a believer in our 
Scriptures this three or four years past. He is ge:» rally 
thought to be one of the most learned men of the age. 
I have some of his works by me which I should like you 
to peruse some future time, asl think they will enable 
you to judge of his abilities on theological subjects. 1. 
was induced to have an introduction to him before 1! 
left India, having read a controversy which he had with | 
several of the Missionaries at Serampore, which arose 
from a publication of his, entitled ** The precepts of 
Jesus a sure guide to Life and Happiness,” which 
they endeavored to refute,—after which he wrote two’ 
Appeals to the Christian public, in defence of his pre-' 
cepts, which | think when you come to read, you! 
will say are very ably executed. I thought the argu- | 
ments that the Missionaries brought forth in support of. 
their beliel, (especially where they referto the trinity,) 
are about the weakest } ever read. As had several 
of your works in my possession at this time, | forward- | 
ed them to him, and thought that they would not be | 
uninteresting, judging from the liberal sphitiaanernens| 
ed to dictate oll his writings ; and I assure you the. 
next time | saw him he appeared to be enraptured ! 
with them, as he said he had no knowledge of such 
lib: ral sentiments being so general in the Christian 
world, and he appeared very grateful that there are 
some who interpret the scriptures similar to himself. 

He suggested, that if some of your writings when 
translated intoHindostanne were distributed among the 
natives, he thought they would do more service 
than all the Missionaries have done since their first un- 
derteking; and I don’t think there is a person more 
willing or capable than himseli, to promote truth at any 


time. 
lf he visits Boston, in his tour through the United 


States, which is more than probable, you may be sure 
of receiving a visit from him if you are in town. He 
says, the few that have been enticed over to the Mis- 
sionaries, are the most ignorant and of the lowest cast, 
who are more dissatisfied than ever, and a great many 
would willingly retract, did the laws of these regions 
permit them after loosing their cast ; and he bas also in- 
formed me fora truth, that there bas not been one re- 
spectable native converted by them. | think, on your 
reading his few pamphlets you will be able to discover, 
without my informing you, that he has no belief in fu- 
ture punishment, but that he believes that our heavenly 
Father bas constituted a law in our nature, which 
wakes us unable to walk in the paths of virtue, with- 
out receiving ample reward in the moral happiness that 
there is therein, On the other hand, we never do 
stray from this path, into that of vice, without receiv- 
ing the consequences that spring froma guilty con 

science. On conversing with him, he manifests the a- 
bove sentiments in a very plain manner, which senti- 
meuts | assure you meet with as much opposition from 
the Missionaries, as those people do ip our country that 
entertain the same ; & | am happy to say with the same 
good effect; for all they can say against, tends to pro 

mote it, Rammohun Roy generally turns 
over to his advantage. Now, sir, leaving you to gain 
what information you can from his works. I| remain 
yours iu peace. G.R. R. 








which 





Boston, May 13, 1823, 
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Extract of a Letter. 


Harpwick, MAss. April 28, 1829. 
To Rev. Hosea Ballou, 

Dear Sir,—Although an utter stranger to you, I take 
the liberty of addressing you, presuming that you will 
be willing to pardon me for obtroding myself on your 
notice. In early youth I was taught to believe that 
God had determined to render happy, after the slum- 
ber of death, a part, and a part only of his offspring. 
My parents were both believers and professors of 
this doctrine; but their hearts were so much better 
than their doctrine, that they lived such a life as induc- 
ed me to suppose that their opinions must be right. ! 
placed unlimited confidence in them, and believed 
their doctrine to be true, because they considered it so. 
At times, it is true, I was somewhat astonished at some 
expressions used by ministers of the Calvinistic faith, 
which appeared to me to implicate the character of 
God. On inquiring of professors the reason of such 
expressions, | was, almost invariably, informed that 


such things were spiritually discerned, and that my not 


discerning them was the effect of my not having been 
renewed. And as! had never experienced such trans- 
ports, as, by them, are deemed the only proofs of re- 
generation, | thought probable that what they said was 
correct, At length, however, the inconsistences of 
Calvinism appeared so glaring, that I set about reading 
the scriptures, particularly the New Testament, more 
carefully than | had before done. The effect you pro- 
bably anticipate ; it pleased God to remove the vail 
from my beart, and to cause me so see that He is a 
tender Parent to all his children, that he consults their 
best good, and that he will finally make pure, sinless, 
holy, and consequently happy, all created intelligences. 
About this time | had an opportunity to peruse your 
‘Treatise on Atonement,” and it isa duty which I 
owe to you and to myself, to state, that that was a mati 
in the hand of God, of removing from my mind many 
clouds, which had heretofore obscured my vision. L. R. P. 
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN TWO 
PREACHERS. 


C. HI believed as you profess, | would preach no 
more. Preaching and praying, hearing and reading 


can be of no use, if al] men are to be saved. Yea, the 
whole ef religion is a useless thing. 

U. Why is preaching, hearing, and religion, less 
useful on my principles, than upon yours? You be- 
lieve a particular number were chosen of God to salva- 
tion, before the foundation of the world, and that not 
one of the number will ever be lost. And you have no 
expectation of doing any lasting good to any others of 
mankind. Now why have | not as much encourage- 
ment to preach; and why may not my preaching be us 
useful to all who hear me, as yours will be to a part 
that bear you ? 

C. Ido not know who the elect are. Therefore, I 
am to call upon all to repent and believe the gospel ; 
and God will convince and convert as many as he 
pleases. I do not expect that any besides the elect 
will ever be gathered to Christ. 1 do not know, but 
every soul now alive, or that ever will be born, are 
elected of God, and will be converted in God's good 
time. 

U. You do not fear that any of the elect will perish 
eternally, You believe that God will draw all to 
Christ, whom he has given him. Now where is the use 
of your preaching, and their hearing ; or where is the 
use of religion? None of these things will be of any 
advantage to the reprobate. And none of the elect 
will be eternally miserable. If they live in sin all their 
days, God will give them repentance at last. 

















C. It is important that the elect be alarmed at their 
situation while unconverted. I must tell them their 
«. nger; they must believe that they are liable to the 
pains of hell forever; or they will never become reli- 
gious. 

U. Dear Sir, are the elect, whom God hath chosen 
in Christ before the foundation of the world to everlast- 
ing life, liable to the pains of hell forever? Can God's 
purpose fail? Ought the elect to believe what is not 
true? To belicve that they are liable to be damned 
eternally, when God from all eternity determined that 
they should certainly be saved? If you make your 
elect ones believe, that they are in danger of endless 
punishment, do you not make them believe a he ?— 
Will believing lies do hem any good ? 

C. One design of my preaching is to prepare the 
peprobate for destruction, The gospel i+ to prove a 
savour of death, and well as a savour of life. My 
preaching will prepare the reprobate for hell, as well as 
the elect for heaven. As I] think this is God's will, | 
vught to rejoice to do it, 

U. Will not the reprobate be miserable enough, 
without your preaching to aggravate their doom? Is 
not your preaching like those who minister the letter 
which killeth? Are not the ministers of the gospel to 
be clothed with salvation? Is not this the reason why 
their feet are beautiful upon the mountains because 
they bring salvation? Is not the gospel glad tidings of 
great joy to all people? Are not all the ends of the 
earth to look to God and be saved? If the poor repro 
bates were eternally doomed to woe, why torment 
them before the time. Tormenting them with fire and 
brimstone, will never change the reprobate into the 
elect. If God has no designs of mercy for them in 
another state, why not lef them have a little peace 
here on earth? 

C. There is no peace, saith my God to t!-e wicked. 
I dare not publish peace, when God hath not spoken 
peace. God is angry with the wicked every day. The 
curse of God ts upon the sinner, while he continues in 
his ein. God made the reprobste on purpose for eter- 
nal misery, and the more! can torment them, the 


better. 
U. What if you, sir, should be one, whom God has 


determined should burn in unquenchable fire world 
without end? Would you wish to know it while you 
lived? Would you wish to have preachers tormenting 
you, and at the same {ime rejoicing in your sorrows ?— 
Would you thank God for your existence, and bless 
him for decreeing your eterna) damnation? Would 
you praise God for sending his Son to die to aggravate 
your miseries? Would you give glory to God that he 
sent preachers to declare his reprobating decree, that 
you should be preached to, and prayed for, to sink you 
deeper in darkness and dispair? If you can bless, 
praise, and glorify God, that he has made you for end- 
Jess sin and misery, and will certainly pour out his vi- 
als of wrath and indignation upon your soul and body 
to all eternity, and never pify you, nor afford you the 
least relief through interminable ages, you feel differ- 
ently from what Ido. For I am so far from rejoicing 
in my own eternal pain and sin, that | cannot feel hap- 
py while thinking of your dreadful portion, which you 
are not only willing that others should suffer, but what 
you are perfectly willing to suffer yourself. But you 
are consistent. You ought to be as willing to suffer 
yourself, as to have others suffer, whom you love as 
yourself, SEEK TRUTH. 
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Mr. Turner’s Discourse. 

A Book has been lately published in Charlestown, 
Mass, entitled—** A discourse, delivered at the Uni- 
VERSALIST Merxrtinc-Hovuse, in Charlestown, on 
Lord’s day evening, Feb. 23, 1823, By Epwanrp 
TURNER.’’. 
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This discoutse was designed by the author, to vindi- | ‘* For as in Adaar all die, even 80 in Christ shall all be 
cate the doctrine of limited punishment, in another, made alive,’ Will all men ever be made immortal ?— 


world, for crimes committed, and not repented of in| They will. Where is the substantial proof from parti. 


the preseiit life. cular scriptures? ** This mortal must put on immortal. 


The author states, that the doctrine has been held ity, and this corruptible, incorruption. So when this 
by a Jarge majority of those who believed in the final | mortal shall have put on immortality, and this Corrupe 
salvation of all men, since the days of the apostles,— | tible incorruption, then shall be brought to pass the 
This we acknowledge, and the same was held by the saying that is written—death shall be swallowed up in 
heathen pries/s and philosophers, long before the birth ountery.” 
of Christ, which proves, that it belongs to the heathen | Will all men ever reetiggrite speak alike, be recon. 
mythology, a doctrine which these men, with the Ro- ciled to God, _ be one in Christ ? Certainly. Where 
man Catholics embrace, calling it Purgatory. Had|'s the substantial proof of this from particular scrip- 
Mr. T. been as well furnished with scripture testimo- jfures? Phil. ii, 10, 11, ** That at the name of Jesus 
ny, as with the testimony of the men he has mentioned, every knee should bow, of things in heaven, things on 
no one would have doubted the truth of what he has | ¢arth,and things under the earth; and that every tongue 
publithed. Mr. T. knowing no such thing to be plain- should confessthatJesusChrist isLord,to the glory ofGod 
ly recorded in the scriptures, is brought into a great ‘the Father.’ ‘* And (having wade peace through the 
strait. | blood of his cross) by him to reconcile all things unto 

The most remarkable part of this discourse ; and | himself; by him, J say, whether they be things in 
which is chiefly to be noticed here, is recorded in page earth, or things in heaven,” Col. i. 20. ** That in the 
Sth, in the following words :— dispensation of the fulness of times, he might gather to- 

** You will perhaps expect that we shalladduce many | gether in one all things in Clirist, both which are in 
scriptures lo support this doctrine, or as supposing they} beaven, and which are on earth, even in him.” 
support it. There are, however, bul few if any doc-| Here we are particularly taught, by particular text 
‘renes which can be substantially proved by particular | which substantianly prove the doctrine, that all ovate 
scropiures.” fact alike—** eve ry knee shall bow ;—and all speak 

Had this quotation been from the pen of a Cathohe alike—** every tongue shall confess that Jesns Christ is 
in favor of Purgatory ;—from a Tyrinilarian, iv favor of Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” That all in 
three persons being one person,—or from on Hopkin- heaven and earth should be reconciled, and all be one 
sian, who teaches that God is the author of sin, ic/ im Christ forever. 
would be no more than what might be expected. Bu! Had Mr. T."s plan of purgation, been s¢ particularly 
for a man, who depends on the scriptures to prove the | mentioned, as these things are, he would never have 
salvation of all men; for such a man to tell the public | been driven to the necessity of saving, that * but few, 
that, “ bot few sf any of the docirines can be substan j if any docirines—can be substantially proved from par- 

‘ : | ticular scriptures.” 


/ na ; , oD a . , F , ; 
trally proved by particular scriptures ;” is what we di , Wisdom says, ** Ail the words of my mouth are in 


not expect. We were once persuaded better things of | _. : ' 
| righteousness, there is nothing froward or perverse in 


him, and things that accompany salvation ; though we | them, They are all plain to hin: that understandeth and 
now thus speak. right to them that find knowledge,” Prov.viit. 8 9. 

If the different parts of the doctrine of Christ cannot; pay] speaking of the administration of righteousness, 
be substantially proved by * particular scriptures ;* | says—** Seeing then that we have such hope, we use 
what have we to prove them by?) Give this up, that! great plainness of speech,” 2 Cor. iii. 12, 
the doctrine is meant, though not ‘to be substantially May the time soon arrive, when men will plead only 


proved from particular scriptures,” and Origen’s dou- | for that doctrine according to godliness, which can be 
** substantially proved by particular seriptures.” 

: ie ; AVPOLLOS, 
and any thing we wish is true, according tu the scrip- | ———- eettirecitiees PO dc eS 


tures, though it cannot * be subsfaniially proved by SELECTED. 


ble sense of scripture may be at once introduced, 











particular scriptures ;’—or though it is not named in 7? | 
the bible. Desiring to Praise God, 

We boldly contradict Mr. T.’s assersion, and say, 
that whatever cannot be substantially proved by ‘*par- 
ticular scriptures,” is not the doctrine of the scrip- 
tures, 

Do the Scriptures teach that there is one God? 
Yes. Can this be * substantially proved by particular 
scriptures??? It surely can, ‘* Hear O Israel, the 
Lord thy God is one Lord.” * So as there is one God 
the Father.” ‘* There is one God, and one Me- 
diator,”? &c, 

Is Jesus Christ the Saviour of the World? Yes.— 
Can this be substantially proved by particular scrip- 
tures? It can. ** We know, that this is indeed the 
Christ, the Saviour of the world.” ‘* We have seen, 
and do testify, that the Father sent the Son to be the 
Saviour of the world.” 

Will sin and transgression ever have an end? This 
is a scripture doctrine. Can it be substantially proved 
by particular scriptures? Certainly. ‘* To finish 
transgressions, and make an end of sins,” Daniel ix. 
24. John i. 29. ** Behold the Lamb of God, that tak- 
eth away the sin of the world.” ¢+ But now once in 
the end of the word hath he appeared to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of himself.” 


Almighty Author of my frame, 

To Thee my vital powers belong ; 

Thy praise, (delightful, glorious theme !) 
Demands my heart, my life, my tongue. 
My heart, my life, my tongue are thine: 
O be thy praise their blest euploy ! 

But may my song with angels join! 

Nor sacred awe forbid the joy ! 

Thy glories the seraphic lyre 

On all its strings attempts in vain ; 
Then how shall mortals dare aspire 

In thought, to try th’ unequal strain ? 


Yet the great Sovereign of the skies 
To mortals bends a gracious ear; 
Nor the mean tribute will despise, 
If offer’d with a heart sincere. 


Great Gop, accept the humble praise, 
And guide my heart, and guide my tongue, 
While to thy name I trembling raise 

The grateful, though unworthy song. 
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